Magnetic resonance imaging of the wrist.
MR imaging of the wrist has the unique capability of simultaneously demonstrating bone and soft tissue structures. Its exquisite sensitivity for detecting bone marrow edema makes it and ideal screening tool for diagnosing radiographically occult osseous injuries and areas of AVN. This, together with its ability to provide a comprehensive, non-invasive assessment of the ligaments, tendons, nerves, and components of the TFC make MRI a very powerful tool for evaluating patients with wrist pain of uncertain etiology. Its exact role in the work-up of these patients has not been entirely established, but with further advances in technology and the radiologist's understanding of wrist anatomy and pathology, MRI is assuming a more central role in this clinical setting.